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Dear Lochdale Community Families,

Welcome back to another exciting year of learning, growth, and friendship at Lochdale! We hope you had a fantastic summer break filled with cherished moments and relaxation. As we gear up for the start of a new school year, we are absolutely thrilled to have our school community back together once again.

As we look ahead to the first week of school, we wanted to provide you with some information to ensure a smooth transition back to the school routine. We understand that the beginning of a new school year can be both exciting and a little overwhelming, so we're here to support you every step of the way.

The first week of school holds the promise of reuniting with friends, meeting new faces, and embracing the joy of learning in the company of supportive teachers and staff. Below are some important details to help guide you through the first week of school and beyond.

First Week

Tuesday, September 2nd, 2025 from 8:55am -10:00am 
· First day of school for students in grades 1-7 return to their last year’s class for one hour. Please refer to attached map of the school outlining room locations.
· Students new to Lochdale will come through the main entrance doors and meet in the library. New students will also be dismissed from the main entrance doors.
· Kindergarten students do not attend. 
Wednesday, September 3rd  – Friday, September 5th, 2025 from 8:55am – 3:00pm
· Students in grades 1-7 return to their last year’s classes.
· Students new to Lochdale will be joining their assigned classes for the rest of the week. 
· Kindergarten families will attend scheduled Welcoming Conversations – Wednesday, Thursday or Friday afternoon. Kindergarten students begin gradual entry on Wednesday, September 3rd, 2025. Kindergarten families, please refer to email sent middle of August for more detailed information.
Please note that final class placements are not decided upon until approval from the District.  Please ensure that if your child is away or if you have moved over the summer, you inform the office as soon as possible so that we can have accurate attendance numbers.  We are anticipating decisions around final class placements will be made by the end of the first week and students will most likely find out their new classroom on the following Monday.

School Schedule
     8:50am - Warning Bell
     8:55am  - School Starts 
     10:25am -10:40am Recess 
     12:00pm – 12:57pm - Lunch 
	12:00pm – 12:35pm (outside play) 
	12:35pm – 12:57pm (eating lunch) 
     3:00pm - School Dismissal 
Staff News
We are excited to share updates regarding our staff for the 2025/2026 school year.

Welcome back . . .
Alyssa Nicholson ~ Head Teacher/Non-Enrolling Teacher
Jennifer Liang ~ Classroom Teacher
Natalie Moor – Indigenous Resource Teacher

Let’s welcome . . .
Dershleen Sandhu ~ Education Assistant
Isabella De Angelis ~ Education Assistant 
Louis Chung ~ Education Assistant
Danaan Cordoni-jordan ~ Classroom Teacher (3 days a week – job sharing with Ms. Schmidt)
Lora Budolig ~ Community Office Support Secretary 
Roz Duchesneau ~ Strong Start Facilitator (Mondays & Tuesdays)

Fostering Respect & Safety 
At Lochdale Elementary, we are committed to creating a respectful and inclusive environment for all members of our school community. It is essential that we all - students, staff, and families - demonstrate kindness and respect towards one another. Every child deserves an education free from discrimination, bullying, harassment, intimidation, and violence.

To support this commitment, I encourage you to review the Burnaby School District's Code of Conduct. This document outlines the expectations for behavior within our school and serves as a guide for maintaining a respectful atmosphere. The Code of Conduct includes boundaries around cell phones and other digital devices for students during the school day. The focus remains on uninterrupted learning, responsible and safe use of technology, as well as educating students about the restrictions. We also encourage families to discuss this information with their children at home. Please see 

Additionally, the Ministry of Education has updated its erase website, which provides valuable information and resources on bullying and violence prevention, as well as online safety. I highly recommend exploring this site to stay informed and support our collective efforts in ensuring a safe learning environment.

School Zone Traffic Safety
To help keep our children safe, we ask our community members to follow the rules of the road especially during drop off and pick up times. It is important that we drive the speed limit (30km), watch for crosswalks and pedestrians, adhere to the parking signs and of course, just ensure you are keeping your focus on the road. Illegal parking near schools is especially unsafe. A friendly reminder that the drop off zone is only three minutes and we ask that you do not use the staff parking lot as a drop off/pick up area. It is important that the physical environment is safe around schools. 
Westcoast Weather
As we know, the typical West Coast weather in Burnaby is unpredicatable but usually we experience rain during the Fall and Winter months and sometimes it could be cold and chilly. Please ensure that your child comes to school properly dressed for the weather. Unless we experience severe weather conditions, students will go outside to play during recess and lunch. Please send a change of clothes with your child(ren) so we can promptly address any situation that may arise, allowing your child(ren) to feel cared for and supported.
We are looking forward to welcoming your children to the 2025-2026 school year. Thank you for your cooperation and support in creating a positive and nurturing learning environment for our students. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out.

Sincereley,



Teresa Veltri and the Lochdale Community Staff
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